
Curriculum & Pathways
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R-10 CURRICULUM  
OVERVIEW
Curriculum Framework
Your child’s curriculum is 
developed and assessed in 
line with the South Australian 
Certificate of Education and the 
Australian Curriculum. 

Teachers use these frameworks to 
develop a balanced curriculum for 
all students.

Curriculum Structure
The school’s curriculum is divided 
into full year, semester courses (two 
terms) or term courses.

R-8 SUBJECTS
From Reception through Year 
8, students have a set of core / 
compulsory subjects that usually 
run over a full year.

9-10 SUBJECTS
Additional semester length subject 
choices are offered in years 9-10.

11-12 SUBJECTS
Students in Year 11 have a much 
wider choice, with just English and 
Maths being compulsory. More 
information is given in the following 
pages.

Rec – Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

English/Literacy English English English English

Physical Education 
& Health

Physical Education 
& Health

Physical Education 
& Health

Physical Education 
& Health

Personal Learning 
Plan(PLP)

Maths/Numeracy Maths/Numeracy Maths/Numeracy Maths/Numeracy Maths/Numeracy

Science Science/Ag Science/Ag Science Science

HASS HASS Geography/History Geography/History Geography/History

Design & 
Technology

Design & 
Technology

Design & 
Technology

CHOICE
Design and Technology

Digital Technology

Home Economics

Performing Arts/Visual Art

Performing Arts Performing Arts Performing Arts

Visual Arts Visual Arts Visual Arts



15

YEAR 11  
CURRICULUM

Year 11 students are required to 
study a full Year of English/Literacy 
and at least one semester of 
Mathematics/Numeracy. 

By achieving a C grade or better in 
English and Mathematics, students 
meet the compulsory literacy 
and numeracy requirements of 
the SACE. Year 11 completes the 
Stage 2 Research Project during 
semester 2.  By achieving a C 
grade or better, students meet the 

compulsory requirement of the 
SACE. One semester is equivalent 
to 10 credits Students may choose 
from a range of specialist subjects 
in areas of personal need, interest 
and skill.

Students should choose subjects 
that meet their needs in numeracy, 
fit their future pathway in regards 
to future study, training and 
employment and Interest them 
and they will enjoy.

In preparation for Year 11, our 
Year 10 students will participate 
in a detailed subject selection 
process during Term 3. There will 
be a parent night in the middle of 
Term 3. Following this, students and 
their families will meet with Course 
Counsellors. They will use Semester 
1 results along with teacher 
recommendations to choose 
subjects for the following year. 
These choices will be reviewed in 
light of Term 4 results.

 ▼ Compulsory courses
Compulsory English Length Compulsory Maths Length
Students must study these for a full year Students must study at least one semester

English 2 semesters Mathematical Studies 1 or 2 semesters
English Pathways 2 semesters Mathematical Apps 1 or 2 semesters
Literacy 2 semesters Specialist Mathematics 1 or 2 semesters

Trade Mathematics 1 or 2 semesters
Numeracy 1or 2 semesters
Research Practices Semester 1 only
Research Project Semester 2 only

ENGLISH
7-10 English 2 
Essential English 2 
English 2 
MATHS
7-10 Mathematics 2 
Essential Mathematics 1 or 2 
General Mathematics 1 or 2 
Mathematics 1 or 2 
BUSINESS, ENTERPRISE & TECHNOLOGY
Communication Products 1 or 2 
Information Technology 1 or 2 
Workplace Practices 1 or 2 
CROSS DISCIPLINARY
Personal Learning Plan 1 
Research Practice 1 
Research Project 1 
Certificate Studies - VET 2  
SAASTA 2 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education 1 or 2 
Fitness & Lifestyle (Stage 1 integrated 
learning)

1 or 2 

Outdoor Education 2 
Food and Hospitality 1 or 2 
HUMANITIES / SOCIAL SCIENCE
History 1 or 2 
Society and Culture 1 or 2 
SCIENCE
Biology 1 or 2 
Chemistry 2 
Physics 2 
Nutrition 2
Agriculture 1 0r 2
THE ARTS
Music 1 or 2
Creative Arts 1 or 2

 ▼ Compulsory subjects
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SCHOOL TO WORK  
STRATEGY
Workplace Learning
Central Yorke School values 
workplace learning. We 
understand that today’s students 
live in a multidimensional world 
and that this often means they 
need strong partnerships between 
school and the work force. There 
has been an increase in VET 
options available to our students. 
These can be undertaken as part 
of a university pathway or as a 
supported work transition program. 
As a school we are building strong 
school/industry partnerships and 
this is creating positive outcomes 
for our students. These includes:

• increasing the numbers of 
students who are School Based 
Apprentices

• Increasing opportunities for 
students to participate in 
structured work placements

• Increasing opportunities for 
students to study certificate 
courses.

In all cases this aims to blend 
school opportunities with work 
opportunities, ensuring that work 
opportunities can be credited 
towards their school assessment.

School Based 
Apprenticeships
An Australian School Based 
Apprenticeship or ASBA is an 
apprenticeship that takes place 
from 1 or 2 days a week enabling 
students to work in the workplace 
and continue their school studies. 
Central Yorke School has the 
services of an Apprenticeship 
Broker who can assist students 
explore the possibilities.

21st Century learners at Central 
Yorke School value personalised, 
student-centred learning, and 
expect digitally rich pedagogy. 
They want to represent their 
understandings in a variety of ways 
that will enable them to become 
global citizens. 

Senior Learning Spaces
Central Yorke has invested heavily 
in our senior school leaning spaces. 
We are embedding modern 
teaching practices focused on 
delivering individual students 
pathways to success. The Senior 
Suite has been designed to 
facilitate collaborate learning 
and increase student access to 
teaching staff through its open 
layout that provides a variety of 
learning spaces. All year 11 and 12 
students have access to their own 
dedicated laptop ensuring they 
have the tools needed to succeed 
in the senior years. These laptops 
are available for students to 
access 24/7 to match the learning 
demands of modern students. 

If you have any questions about 
the SACE, subject offerings, or ways 
Central Yorke School can meet 
your child’s needs please contact 
the school and arrange a time to 
speak to Mr Scott Moore, or Mr 
Grant Keleher.
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SA CERTIFICATE OF  
EDUCATION

SACE Outline
The South Australian Certificate of 
Education (SACE) is a qualification 
awarded to students who 
successfully complete their senior 
secondary education (years 11 
and 12).

The certificate is based on two 
stages of achievement: Stage 1 
(normally undertaken in Year 11) 
and Stage 2 (Year 12). Students will 
be able to study a wide range of 
subjects and courses as part of the 
SACE.

As part of the SACE students will:

•  Receive credits for many 
different forms of education 
and training (such as 
academic subjects, learning a 
trade, TAFE, vocational training 
and community service) 
provided they are recognised 
by the SACE Board.

•  Be able to return to their 
studies at any time in the future 
to complete the SACE without 
losing credit for work already 
undertaken.

•  Receive A-E grades in every 
Stage 1 and Stage 2 SACE 
subject.

•  Be expected to gain and 

demonstrate essential skills 
and knowledge for their future, 
focusing on communication, 
citizenship, personal 
development, work and 
learning.

•  Have 30 per cent of their 
work in every Stage 2 subject 
externally assessed. This will be 
done in various ways, including 
exams, practical performances 
and presentations.

•  Have outside moderators 
check the school-assessed 
parts of Stage 2 subjects to 
ensure consistent grading 
across the State.

SACE Requirements
To gain the certificate students 
must earn 200 credits. Ten credits 
are equivalent to one semester 
or six months’ study in a particular 
subject or course.

Some elements of the SACE are 
compulsory. These are:

• A Personal Learning Plan (PLP) 
at Stage 1 (undertaken in Year 
10), worth 10 credits.

•  At least 20 credits towards 
literacy from a range of 
English / English as a Second 

Language studies at Stage 1.
•  At least 10 credits towards 

numeracy from a range of 
mathematics studies at Stage 
1.

•  A Research Project – an 
in-depth major project – 
accredited at Stage 2, worth 
10 credits.

•  Completion of at least 60 
additional credits in Stage 2 
subjects and courses.

The importance of the compulsory 
elements is reflected in the 
requirement that students must 
achieve either an A, B, or C in 
these subjects to complete the 
SACE successfully.

In addition to the compulsory 
elements, students will choose 
from a wide range of subjects and 
courses to earn the remaining 90 
credits to gain the SACE. These 
include subjects and courses from 
either Stage 1 or Stage 2.
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SACE Community 
Learning
The SACE Board recognises that 
learning doesn't just happen in 
the classroom, but in all kinds of 
settings.

SACE students can earn credits for 
community service or activities in 
two ways:

•  Community-developed 
programs through a current 
award or certificate from 
a community-developed 
program, such as those 
offered by the Royal Life 
Saving Society or the Duke 
of Edinburgh's Award. Other 
activities such as State and 
National representation in a 
chosen field will also qualify for 
this.

•  Self-directed community 
learning such as taking care of 
a family member, supporting a 
refugee family, or volunteering 
for a community project. To 
gain recognition for this kind of 
community learning, students 
need to show evidence about 
what they have learnt.

SACE Students With 
Disabilities
The SACE offers a range of 
modified subjects to provide 
opportunities for students with 
disabilities to demonstrate their 
learning.

Modified subjects are intended 
for students who have any of the 
following

•  Severe multiple disabilities
•  Moderate to profound 

disability
•  Mild intellectual disability

Modified subjects are available for 
Stage 1 and Stage 2, subject to 
eligibility requirements.

Students online

•  Students online is a one-stop-
shop for information about an 
individual and their current 
progress in achieving their 
SACE. It can help students: 
Plan their SACE, by looking 
at subjects and courses and 
deciding what combinations 
are best suited to them.

•  Check their progress
•  Access their results.

Students can log into students 
online by visiting the following 
website:

/www.sace.sa.edu.au/students-online

They will need their SACE 
registration number and pin 
number to log in. Their pin is usually 
the first 4 digits of their birthday, eg 
14th of June is 1406.

SA CERTIFICATE OF 
EDUCATION
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION &  
TRAINING

Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) pathways are critical in 
course selection and are available 
from year 10 – 12. 

For 2019 Central Yorke is proud 
to offer a broad range of courses 
across a variety of learning 
environments for senior students to 
study. 

VET refers to the national 
vocational qualifications that 
are endorsed by industry. VET 
courses provide students with 
the opportunity to work to 
attain nationally accredited 
certification against the Australian 
Qualifications Training Framework, 
and; Achieve their South Australian 
Certificate of Education (SACE) 
through diverse and rigorous 
learning experiences.

VET Overview
VET programs provide students 
in years 10, 11 and 12 increased 
vocational pathway options 
through a broad range of VET 
program choices. 

VET programs are hosted by 
schools and Registered Training 

Organisations (RTOs). Students 
remain enrolled at Central Yorke 
School and attend school, a host 
school or RTO for their chosen VET 
program.

Some of the benefits of choosing 
VET include:

• Gaining a nationally 
recognised qualification while 
completing your SACE

• Getting a ‘head start’ in your 
chosen career

•  Making your senior school 
studies more relevant and 
interesting

•  Providing opportunities to 
learn ‘on-the-job’ through 
workplace learning

•  Gaining skills and knowledge 
that employers seek in their 
employees

•  Providing pathways into 
apprenticeships, traineeships 
(including School-Based 
Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships), further education 
or training, and direct 
employment

There are some courses where 
significant reductions in fees can 
be obtained through Training 
Guarantees for SACE Students 

(TGSS). Courses that fall outside of 
the funded training list will require 
full fees at the responsibility of the 
student. 

Some programs may have specific 
equipment or materials that you 
are required to purchase, eg steel-
capped boots or equipment that 
becomes your personal property. It 
is the responsibility of the student to 
cover these extra costs.

Some students may miss lessons 
for other subjects while at their VET 
program. This means that they will 
need to be well organised and 
prepared to negotiate subject 
learning requirements by working 
closely with their subject teachers 
and Pathways Coordinator.

Many VET programs require 
students to undertake Structured 
Workplace Learning (SWL). This 
involves learning opportunities 
related to your VET program in a 
real or simulated workplace. These 
placements provide on-the-job 
training and mentoring to develop 
your technical and employability 
skills. SWL also provides opportunity 
for on-the-job assessment as part 
of your VET program.
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VET Certificate Studies
Students access a range of 
vocational courses across the 
region hosted by local schools 
working with the local community 
and industry. 

At the same time, young people 
will be able to achieve their 
South Australian Certificate of 
Education (SACE) while learning 
skills and working toward industry-
accredited qualifications. They 
will be better prepared to take on 
apprenticeships and skilled jobs 
in areas that have identified skill 
shortages.

Students also have access to 
VET for schools courses at TAFE 
and other Registered Training 
Organisations. These include 
short courses, Certificate 2 and 3 
courses. Up to date details of these 
course can be found at http://
www.tafesa.edu.au/apply-enrol/
how-to-apply/secondaryschool-
courses/short-courses-for-high-
school-students

‘School to Work’ Apprenticeship 

Brokers help connect students 
with local industry and employers 
via education and support with 
setting up apprenticeships & 
traineeships. The Apprenticeship 
Brokers also makes sure that 
contracts of training for young 
people are fair and reasonable for 
everyone involved. Trade School 
students can do an apprenticeship 
or training while still at school, 
spending their week days involved 
in a combination of school, 
working at a business and skills 
training at a TAFE or other training 
provider.

Certificates studied at Central 
Yorke School in 2018 included:

•  Hospitality
•  Early Childhood
•  Individual Care
•  Auto
•  Agriculture
•  Engineering - Fabrication Trade
•  Sport and Recreation

In 2019 we will again offer these 
coursed and are seeking interest in:

•  Hair and Beauty
•  Tourism
•  Business

If there are other courses that 
students are interested in there is a 
high likelihood that these can be 
explored. Speak to Mr Scott Moore 
for more information.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & 
TRAINING
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AGRICULTURAL  
STUDIES

Garden To Plate (R-6)
We offer Garden to plate to 
all primary students and offer 
Agricultural Studies to our 
secondary students. 

Our facilities include a 13 hectare 
farm which is run and managed 
by our students in conjunction with 
our school staff and Agriculture 
committee. Local farmers and 
businesses strongly support our 
Agriculture program, providing 
fantastic opportunities for 
excursions and work experience. 
We are developing links with 
outside training providers, allowing 
students to build individual career 
pathways in the Agriculture sector.

Agriculture (7-8)
Students study Agriculture for two 
lessons a week as part of their 
Science curriculum. 

The subject is theory based, but 
includes a significant practical 
component so students can gain 
confidence developing their 
‘hands on’ skills. 

Topics covered include: farm 
safety, incubating chicken eggs, 
enterprises run at CYS, wool 
production and processing, 
alternative agriculture, cattle 
production including raising calves, 
field crops, farm machinery, sheep 
production and plant science. 

Agriculture (9-10)
Practical skills and scientific 
knowledge are further developed 
through working with livestock, 
crops and soil for three lessons per 
week. 

Students develop- independent 
work skills by learning to drive the 
school tractor and preparing the 
school paddocks for seeding. 

Topics covered include: 
insects and agriculture, lamb 
management, poultry production, 
soil science, pig production, field 
crops and sheep and wool. We 
have a proud and successful 
history in livestock competitions 
at the Royal Adelaide Show. 
Students in Years 9 and 10 have 

the opportunity to represent CYS at 
this national event in the goat and 
steer competitions.

Agriculture (11-12)
In this full year subject students 
apply science inquiry skills to 
design and conduct agricultural 
investigations, using appropriate 
procedures and safe, ethical 
working practices, obtain, 
record, represent, analyse, 
and interpret the results of 
agriculture investigations, evaluate 
procedures and results, and 
analyse evidence to formulate 
and justify conclusions, develop 
and apply knowledge and 
understanding of agricultural 
concepts, skills, and practices 
in new and familiar contexts 
and explore and understand 
agricultural science as a human 
endeavour. Topics include Animal 
Production, Plant Production, 
Resource Management and 
Agribusiness.
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PERFORMING  
ARTS

The Central Yorke School 
community is extremely proud of 
our Performing Arts program. Our 
instrumental and vocal students 
perform in public to a wide variety 
of audiences across the state 
and participate successfully in 
competitions. Music concerts are 
highlights of the year.

Classroom Music & Drama 
(R-8)
Classroom music and drama 
are an integral part of the R–8 
curriculum and are taught by 
specialist teachers.

In music students are taught 
singing, playing, composing and 
performing. Students are also 
involved in the school Dance-
a-thon, the Music is Fun Band 
visit and touring musical group 
performances. Music is offered as 
a choice subject from Years 10–12. 
Students have a minimum of three 
lessons each week, learn a musical 
instrument with an instrumental 
music teacher and play in Year 
level bands and the school 
Concert Band.

In Drama, students develop 
confidence role-playing, acting, 
creating their own plays and 
performing to audiences. They 
are also involved in the bi-annual 

Shakespeare festival and school 
musical.

Festival Choir
CYS has been involved in the 
Festival of Music Choir program 
for many years. Students may 
join the Festival Choir in Year 4 
and students in years 6 and 7 
can perform in Adelaide with the 
Choir. Students in older year levels 
support the choir and sing in their 
own senior vocal ensemble.

Instrumental Music
CYS students are able to access 
a variety of instruments from 
Year 5 and upwards. Instruments 
include trumpet, trombone, 
flute, saxophone and clarinet. 
Lessons are taught by Education 
Department IMS teachers (face–
to– face at the school or through 
Distance Education technologies) 
or by CYS staff. Students may hire 
instruments through the school, 
which subsidises the cost.

Combined Schools 
Concert Band
Instrumental students are invited 
to join the YP Combined Schools 
Concert Band (based at CYS) 
once they have reached sufficient 
proficiency on their instrument. 

The Concert Band rehearses each 
Wednesday afternoon after school 
and performs at school assemblies, 
music competitions, local functions 
and at other YP schools. In the past 
they have also performed at the 
Kernewek Lowender, in Adelaide 
at the Royal Adelaide Hospital 
and shopping centres and in tours 
around the Yorke Peninsula.

Little Groovers
Little Groovers is a pre–school 
children and parents music group 
that meets each Monday at 9.00 
– 10.00am in the Performing Arts 
Centre. Please contact the school 
for more information.

Music Performances
Performing is an integral part of 
the CYS Performing Arts curriculum 
and students are given a variety of 
opportunities to demonstrate their 
skills to a wider audience.

• Showcase Concert
• Presentation night
• Festival of Music
• Strawberry Fete
• Shakespeare festival
• ANZAC Dawn Service
• School musical
• Music IS Fun band
• Christmas On the Green
• Hospital Fete
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SAASTA  
SPORTS ACADEMY 

SAASTA Overview
The South Australian Aboriginal 
Sports Training Academy (SAASTA) 
offers young Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander South Australians a 
range of highly engaging learning 
and personal development 
opportunities. SAASTA builds on the 
education offered in our schools, 
giving students opportunities for 
ongoing personal growth and 
cultural experience. SAASTA 
provides Aboriginal school students 
with a unique sporting and 
educational program.

SAASTA is available to both male 
and female students in years 10, 11 
and 12 who are studying the South 
Australian Certificate of Education 
(SACE). While sport and recreation 
play a major role, our academies do 
not only cater for the sporting elite. 
Enrolment is open to any Aboriginal 
student who is committed and 
passionate about pursuing success 
in education and building a strong 
foundation for their future.

Every academy student is 
encouraged to aim high and to 
raise the bar of expectation they 
place on themselves and their 
peers, particularly in the areas 
of attendance, participation, 
educational performance and 
behaviour. Because of this 

approach academy students are 
widely considered as role models 
for their schools, families and 
communities.

SAASTA Study Program
Once enrolled, academy students 
typically study two academy-
developed SACE subjects per 
year; each subject is developed 
specifically for our students and 
contributes towards the successful 
completion of the SACE. Our 
SACE subjects are delivered in a 
structured and highly supported 
academy classroom environment 
by SAASTA teachers, tutors and 
relevant industry experts.

Our SAASTA Academy at Central 
Yorke School is held with high 
regard within our local community. 
Each year we have a high volume 
of applicants applying for the 
program. Student applicants must 
complete a formal interview with 
the SAASTA Coordinator and their 
parents before being considered 
for the program. Consideration of 
the previous year’s attendance, 
behaviour and academic success 
can also play a role in weather 
or not a student is selected in 
the final team of 20. As we are a 
cluster Academy we comprise of 
students from not only our site but 

from Kadina Memorial, Moonta 
Area School and Ardrossan Area 
school not only does this add to the 
competitiveness of gaining entry it 
also allows our students to connect 
with other Indigenous students 
throughout the Peninsula.  Once in 
the team, students must maintain 
the SAASTA Key Performance 
Indicators to keep their place in the 
team as well as gain their invitations 
to such events as the Aboriginal 
Power Cup and the SAASTA Shield 
event.

SAASTA Academy 
Performance Indicators
Academy students are also 
required to wear the SAASTA 
uniform correctly and with pride 
at all times. Throughout a day in 
SAASTA all students are required to 
complete a curriculum based task 
which is then marked by a steering 
panel in Adelaide.  These tasks 
along with attendance summaries 
contribute to our team’s points and 
eligibility into grand finals. Students 
are also exposed to specialised 
training within the sports academy 
as well as important cultural tasks 
which play a vital part of keeping 
the Aboriginal culture alive as well 
as helping students identify who 
they are and how they belong.
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SPORT &  
OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Sports Day (R-12)
Here at Central Yorke School 
we take pride in our holistic 
approach to Sports Day where 
all students from Reception to 
Year 12 compete together in a 
range of Athletic events to win the 
prestigious Barry Koch House Cup. 
Sportsmanship and team spirit is 
recognised with the Ali Adams 
Cup.

Interschool Athletic 
Carnivals
Sports Day is used as a platform 
to select students who win their 
events to compete in either the 
SYP Primary Interschool or the YP 
Secondary Athletics Carnival. 
Students who win their events at 
the Interschool events are then 
invited to compete at Mile End for 
both the YP Secondary Athletics 
team and the SAPSASA SYP 
Athletics team. 

Aquatics Camps
As a part of our Year 9/10 
Curriculum requirements all 
students must attend a two 
day intensive aquatics camp in 
Term One. Students participate 
in a range of aquatic activities 
including Knee Boarding, Sailing, 
Kayaking, Wind Surfing and 
Snorkelling.

Nine A Side Football
The SANFL 9 a side carnival is held 
at CYS each year with a large 
number of schools from across the 
peninsula competing in the event. 
The carnival is for both male and 
female students in Years 8 and 9. 

Secondary Knock out 
Competitions
Zone Knock out Carnivals are a 
great opportunity for all forms of 
Athletes from our most confident 
to our least to be exposed to a 
range of sports. The Zone carnivals 
are also used a platform for our 
Secondary Students to be selected 
in the Yorke Peninsula teams. 
Knock Out sports we are currently 
involved in include: Football, 
Netball, Basketball and Hockey.

Cross Country (R-7)
The R-7 Cross Country is run in early 
Term 2 on the local golf course. 
Student s compete in age groups, 
with course lengths adapted to 
match state standards. Students 
are timed on their runs with those 
meeting standard being invited to 
participate in the Interschool Cross 
Country event

Splash Carnival (R-6)
The R-6 Splash Carnival is not only 
an aquatic competition but as a 
way to showcase skills learned in 
swimming lessons and celebrate 

the end of the summer swimming 
season. The carnival is held the 
week after swimming lessons end in 
term 1 and runs for the afternoon. 
House teams compete for the 
‘Julie Adams’ trophy in a variety of 
games and events including relays, 
surfboarding, diving and freestyle.

Outdoor Education
Outdoor Education is a fun 
and challenging course which 
takes students out of their initial 
comfort zones and puts them into 
outdoor situations where they 
learn to flourish. It is a practical/
theory based course that looks 
at a number of sustainable 
environmental practices and 
explores outdoor adventures.

SAPSASA Standalone 
Local Competition
CYS SAPSASA sports include 
cricket, tennis, netball, basketball 
and football. 

SAPSASA Representative 
Teams
Year 6 and 7 students may  
nominate to trial for a range of 
SAPSASA Representative Teams. 
Teams participate in a week long 
carnival held in Adelaide. Families 
are required to arrange their own 
accommodation and transport 
during this week of competition.




