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Finishing line time

Week 7 and the finish 
line is in site.  There is 
still lots to do to round 
out the year of learning 

and students are in the full swing 
of completing their learning and 
preparing for events that celebrate 
our learning journey with the 
school community. 

This is a great time of year filled 
with joy, happiness, and good 
tidings. It’s one of my favourite 
times of the year, because I get a 
chance to reflect on everything we 
have achieved and how far we have 
come this year. I look forward to 
seeing many of you over the next 
few weeks as we culminate the 
school year. 

COVID-19 DISRUPTIONS
I just wanted to say a huge thank 
you to the school community who 
rallied around us last week in what 
I consider to be the strangest week 

of education I have ever been 
involved in. Having restrictions put 
in place, then be locked down and 
preparing for online learning, and 
then being told it was 'business as 
usual' on the Monday caused a lot 
of stress and anxiety for students, 
parents, and staff. 

However in true Central Yorke 
fashion, we all rolled our sleeves 
up and supported one another 
to create the best learning 
environment for our students. 
This could not have been done 
without the hard work of staff, the 
resilience of students and the trust, 
understanding and flexibility of our 
parents. 

Thank you everyone who did their 
part to make this as painless as 
possible. Lets hope now that we 
are over the worst of it and we can 
return to some sort of normality for 
the last 3 weeks. 

Grant Keleher 
Principal

 Ï Year 12 Formal (p.5)
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PERSONAL DETAILS
With the rules and restrictions for 
COVID changing daily, I am trying to 
make sure that CYS communicates 
regularly with parents to keep them 
informed of any news that comes 
to hand. As a result, it is imperative 
that your personal information 
is up to date for where ever your 
child may attend.  To help with 
communication, I ask that you let 
the school know immediately if 
your personal details change. 

PRESENTATION NIGHT
Presentation Night is the time of 
year that Central Yorke School 
recognises excellence for the 2020 
school year. 

This year Presentation Night will 
be held on Tuesday, December 
8 at 7pm. The event  celebrates 
excellence across the school year 
and one I always look forward too. 
Remember that this day is a casual 
clothes day at school as students 

are required to wear school 
uniform to the awards night. This 
year we have not been approved 
for a 2pm closure, so students 
will be dismissed at the normal 
time of 3:05pm. More information 
about who can attend will be 
communicated to parents as soon 
as we receive direction from the 
Department for Education.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 
Regardless of COVID-19, Central 
Yorke School has had some 
amazing success this year, both 
on the sporting fields as well as 
academically. We are the regional 
champions in a lot of the activities 
that we have partaken in. Our 
results are improving drastically 
and in the last 3 years we have had 
more students win state prizes in 
than any other public school in the 
state. This includes the Premiers 
ANZAC Spirit Prize, the Premiers 
Citizenship Prize, Dame Roma 
Mitchell Scholarship and Young 

Parents are 
asked to 

drop off and 
pick up their 
students at 
the school 
gates and 
not enter 
the site.

 Ï NAIDOC Week (p.22)  Ï Preparing for lockdown
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Australian of the Year. However, this doesn’t 
just happen and these opportunities don’t 
just happen without some great work from 
the staff as well as our parent body and 
volunteers. 

Where would Central Yorke be without all 
our wonderful volunteers? Our school is very 
fortunate to have so many people willing 
to do that bit extra for the students of CYS. 
Whether it be reading to students, Governing 
Council, Parent and Friends, classroom 
support, canteen helpers, resource making, 
community mentors, work experience 
placements, helping in the library, attending 
school camps, helping on Sports Days, 
or coaching students it all adds up. Every 
parent/caregiver this year has had to step up 
and become the teacher of their child this 
year. 

We are a community school, we will only be 
stronger and be able to provide better for the 
youth of our area if we are all involved. 

“Remember, it take a village to raise a child”

Thank you, volunteers of Central Yorke 
School 

Until next time.

Grant
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and we pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging."
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2020 Year 12 Formal
The Year 12 Students of 2020 celebrated their 
graduating year in style with a formal event 
at the Wallaroo Ale House on Tuesday 17th 
November.

Typically for this year, the day prior to formal 
saw a reduction of numbers in licensed 
restaurants due to Covid, and this led to the 
hard decision to cut numbers.

The majority of staff could not attend, and 
students had to leave some guests behind. 
It’s been a challenging year for our Year 12 

cohort although it has helped  prepare them 
for moments like this; if nothing else it has 
developed their spontaneity!

In the end it proved a great night of fond 
memories and celebration, with an incredible 
group of young adults. 

Congratulations to the Year 12 Class of 2020! 

Kelly Whittaker
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RemembRance Day 
CYS commemorated Remembrance Day at 
the Maitland Campus with an assembly in 
the Performing Arts Centre led by senior 
students. SRC members and staff also 
attended the Maitland service with trumpet 
student Kira Davies playing the ‘Last Post’.

Staff and students from the CYS Point Pearce 
Campus showed their respects at 11am at 
the Point Pearce War Memorial.
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Year 2 Recount
WEDNESDAY

On Wednesday the 11th of 
November. Years 2, 3 and 
4 boarded a bus bound for 
Woodhouse Activity Center in 

the Adelaide Hills. On the way, we stopped 
at Dublin to eat our recess and have a 
break. We arrived at Woodhouse and 
settled in to our dormitories in the Hooper 
Bunkhouse. We had some lunch and started 
our activities. We split into groups and 
tackled Challenge Hill, this involved using 
our resilience and having a go at the many 
different obstacles. Laser Skirmish was 
another activity, where we worked together 

in groups using strategy and teamwork. On 
our first night, we enjoyed a BBQ dinner, 
watched a movie and had an early night.

THURSDAY
The next day, after a pancake breakfast. We 
participated in Tube sliding, it was great 
fun and everyone had a go. After morning 
tea, we moved onto Bouldering, which is a 
rock- climbing activity. Anabel Benn took 
out the Bouldering challenge. She was able 
to grip 7 orange rocks in under 20 seconds. 
After lunch, challenged our problem-
solving skills in the Labyrinth, which is a 
maze on two levels. We then moved onto 
our Survivor session, we learnt how make 

Woodhouse 2020
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Year 3/4 Recount
WEDNESDAY

On Wednesday the 11th of 
November the 2’s, 3’s and 4’s went 
on a camp to the Adelaide Hills 
to a place called Woodhouse. On 

our first day at Woodhouse, we had lunch 
and then we went for a walk to explore the 
camp grounds. We split into a boys group 
and a girls group. The girls went to laser 
skirmish and the boys went to challenge 
hill. Michael recommends to be extra careful 
on the flying fox. After each group had 
completed their activity, we had afternoon 
tea and then swapped activities. We were 
so tired from all of the fun. We went back 
to the bunkhouse and had a barbeque for 
dinner and apple crumble and custard for 
dessert. After our bellies were full, we all 
had showers, which took a long time. Once 
we were all clean, we watched The Emoji 

Movie. After the movie was finished we 
all went to bed for a good night sleep to 
prepare us for day 2.

THURSDAY
On the second day we had a day full of 
activities, but first we had breakfast. Toast, 
cereal and pancakes were on the menu. 
We then brushed our teeth and hair and 
headed off to tube sliding. On the tube slide 
you could slide down by yourself or with 
a partner, it was tiring because you had to 
drag your own tube up the hill. Next on the 
activity list was bouldering. Bouldering is 
like rock climbing but instead of climbing 
up the wall you climb across it. We also did 
some fun challenges on the bouldering wall. 
After we had eaten lunch we conquered the 
labyrinth. We played hide and seek (which 
Anabel won) and then a game of ‘find the 
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a shelter with sticks and other 
materials. We were shown how 
filter water so we can drink it. We 
learnt how to make a fire using 
materials that we may have with 
us when camping. That night we 
enjoyed lasagna for dinner and 
had talent show, everyone got 
up and showed off their various 
talents.

FRIDAY
On our last day, we enjoyed a 
breakfast of bacon and eggs. 
We finished off the last part of 
Challenge Hill, followed by a 
walk past the forest and big log. 
We packed up, boarded the bus 
and headed back to school.

Although we were very tired and 
glad to see our families, we had 
an awesome time at Woodhouse 
Activity Centre.

Year 2 Class
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hat’. Zach was the winner, as 
he eventually found the hat 
which was on Angas’ head the 
entire time! We had cupcakes for 
afternoon tea and then we did 
survivor. At survivor we learnt 
about how to survive in the wild 
by making fires and cleaning 
water. Then we built our own 
shelters. We then went back to 
the bunkhouse to get clean and 
dry ready for tea. On the second 
night we had lasagna with salad 
and crusty bread and ice cream 
with topping for dessert. After 
dinner we had a dance party 
and talent show. We were all 
tuckered out from dancing, so 
we went to bed. 

FRIDAY
On our last day we were 
treated to bacon and eggs for 
breakfast. Then we went to 
tackle challenge hill for the 
second time. After we finished, 
we went back to have morning 
tea, which was cookies and fruit. 
We then went for a bush walk 
to finish off our stay. When the 
bus arrived, walked back to the 
bouldering shed to get all of our 
gear. Then we packed it all onto 
the bus and started our long 
tiring drive home. We stopped 
for a break at Dublin to have our 
delicious rolls for lunch. We were 
all so exhausted from all of the 
activities we did on camp, but 
we all had so much fun. 

Year 3/4 Class
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Woodhouse
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Shark Dreaming Launch
Auslan Narungga Shark Dreaming story launched

On Friday November 13th, as part of 
NAIDOC Week celebrations a team 
from the Deaf Aboriginal Services 
based in Adelaide, were guests at 

the Central Yorke School – Maitland Campus 
to launch a first of two Aboriginal Dreaming 
Stories in Auslan, the accepted signing 
language for Deaf and hard of hearing. Stories 
shared were ‘Shark Dreaming’ and ‘Where Is 
Galah?’

An audience of around 35 adults and children 
attended. The Point Pearce Aboriginal 
Corporation Chairperson Eddie Newchurch, 
Narungga Elder Uncle Edmund O’Loughlin 
and Community members from Point Pearce 
were present. Staff and students from CYS – 
Point Pearce Campus were invited to attend 
and engage with the stories told. 

The developer, team leader, founder of DAS 
and proud Narungga woman Joanna Agius 
OAM introduced herself, and told her story 
of growing up as a Deaf Aboriginal woman, 
the difficulties and isolation she had felt, and 
how she has worked towards overcoming 
those difficulties.

Two of the DAS Team Samantha Wilson and 
Ben Hatchard who helped produce these 
stories. Samantha Wilson and Kirk O’Meara-
Presley were introduced to share their life 
experiences as Deaf Aboriginal people, and 
Auslan interpreters Jabina Margo and Diedre 
Childs shared these stories with the hearing 
audience.

The first story shared on the screen was the 
Narungga ‘Shark Dreaming’ story, explaining 
where the shark came from. Thanks were 

given to Uncle Quentin Agius for providing 
the story, Uncle Parry Agius for doing the 
Voice over, and Mel Agius for providing the 
art work. The children were totally engrossed 
in the story, and were taught some simple 
signing in Auslan to help them participate in 
its telling. 

The whole launch was a special event. 
Creating Dreaming Stories incorporating 
Auslan into their sharing, is, we think a world 
first. There is much excitement around what 
has been produced already, and where this 
concept may lead to in the future. The Team 
of Joanna Agius, Samantha Wilson, Mel 
Agius, Fiona Miller, Kirk O’Meara-Presley and 
Ben Hatchard have much to be proud of.  
There are so many Dreaming Stories to be 
told, and the potential to reach a wider deaf 
audience is huge.

The two Dreaming Stories can be 
downloaded by accessing the App Store and 
Play Store.  
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 Ï Mel Agius, Joanna Agius and Jabina Margo 
(Auslan Interpreter) introducing themselves.

 Ï Joanna Agius explaining where the concept  
the Auslan Dreaming Stories came from.

 Ï Part of the audience in attendance.  Ï Kirt O’Meara-Presley and Samantha Wilson 
sharing their stories of growing up as deaf 
Aboriginal people, and the difficulties they 
experienced.   

 Ï Kirt O’Meara-Presley, Samantha Wilson Mel Agius, Lynarah Newchurch, Koiranah 
Jacob, Joanna Agius, Fiona Miller  and Ben Hatchard posing for a group photo on 
their tour of the Point Pearce Campus.
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I won't smoke because...
SAASTA Connect and the development of their winning poster

SAASTA Connect worked with 
Aboriginal Health Council of SA, 
Tackling Indigenous Smoking 
program and Nation graphic design 

company to develop a collaborative poster 
from their winning entries. 

The poster brought together different 
elements of the winning designs to create 
a poster with smoke-free health messages 
which target their local community. The final 
product is eye-catching and incorporates 
all the health messages from each student’s 
original poster. Another bonus was that 
each individual winning poster was digitally 
transformed for us to use in our community 
to spread further smoke-free health 
messages. The students enjoyed working 
with the graphic designer and enabled our 

SAASTA Connect team to determine what 
they felt were the key messages and images 
that were important to them and to create 
impact. 

The team learnt a lot about the importance 
of layout when designing a poster and the 
key elements to include. The transformation 
was engaging and all of our students were 
very proud of the final product. Keep a look 
out for the deadly designs and messages for 
a smoke-free community.

Raelene Stutley | SAASTA Connect Teacher
Sonya Rankine | ACEO
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Cigarettes have disgusting materials within them.

#iwontsmokebecause

Butane
(Lighter fluid)

Cadmium
(Batteries)

Stearic Acid
(Candle Wax)

Hexamine
(Barbecue lighter)

LUNGS

BEFORE
SMOKING

AFTER

Nicotine
(Insecticide)

Toluene
(Industrial
Solvent) Ammonia

(Toilet cleaner)

Menthanol
(Rocket fuel)

Arsenic
(Poison)

Methane
(Sewer gas)

Acetic Acid
(Vinegar)

Carbon
Monoxide

Paint

I won’t
smoke because 

I want to be healthy
and be able to play
all different sports

and be fit

I WON’T SMOKE
   BECAUSE...

1. Kuliah Power 

2. Meg Lock

3. Nataliah Karpany-Elliott

4. Melana Smith

5. Billy Eveleigh

6. Caylim Karpany-Drover

1 2

3
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Cigarettes have disgusting materials within them.

#iwontsmokebecause

Butane
(Lighter fluid)

Cadmium
(Batteries)

Stearic Acid
(Candle Wax)

Hexamine
(Barbecue lighter)

LUNGS

BEFORE
SMOKING

AFTER

Nicotine
(Insecticide)

Toluene
(Industrial
Solvent) Ammonia

(Toilet cleaner)

Menthanol
(Rocket fuel)

Arsenic
(Poison)

Methane
(Sewer gas)

Acetic Acid
(Vinegar)

Carbon
Monoxide

Paint

No smoking
zone

No smoking

I won’t
smoke because 

I don’t want
to have bad health

or a bad future.

NO NO NO NO

NO NO
NO NO

NO NO

NO NO NO NO

NO NO NO
NO NO NO NO

NO NO NO
NO NO NO NO

YES YES
YES YES YES

YESYES YES
YES YES YES

YESYES YES YES

4

5

6
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Boys & Girls Culture Group 

This term Matt Sansbury & I began a 
Boys & Girls Culture Group targeting 
our Aboriginal students in Reception 
– Year 7. 

We felt it was important to create a program 
that this age group could learn about 
Aboriginal culture, language and history. The 
majority of our Year 8-12 Aboriginal students 
are a part of the SAASTA Connect and SAASTA 
program.  

The Boys & Girls Culture Group ensures that 
all of our Aboriginal students are connecting 
with culture and have a learning space that is 
designed for Aboriginal students to work and 
learn together.  

The Boys and Girls Culture Group are both 
held on Monday with the Boys group in 
Lesson 5 & 6 and the Girls group in Lesson 9 
& 10. In our first session both groups created 
their own group rules and brainstormed 
the kind of activities they would like to 
do. Overall, we have 24 girls and 16 boys 
participating in our Culture Groups. 

We begin each group session with a Yarning 
Circle to talk about what we are doing and 
to find out what everyone already knows 
and what they would like to know. One 
key activity that we focus on is learning 
Narungga language at the beginning of each 
1-hour group session. 
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 So far, we have focused on greetings and counting 
1-10. Our first Narungga Dreaming story was Winda 
the Owl and we will continue to revisit via different 
activities.  

Both groups in NAIDOC week cooked Aboriginal 
flag cookies for everyone to enjoy at our NAIDOC 
Community Day – Colour Fun Run. Everyone enjoyed 
the cookies and not one of the 260+ cookies were left 
at the end of the day. 

A big thank you to Cheryl Agius (parent & CYS School 
Governing Council member) and Jess Maynard & Rikki 
Iversen (Aboriginal Education - Kadina Education 
Office) for helping us cook all the Aboriginal flag 
cookies.

Sonya Rankine & Matt Sansbury
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NAIDOC Community Day

The 2020 NAIDOC Theme was ‘Always 
Was, Always Will Be’ acknowledging 
and celebrating Aboriginal & Torres 
Strait Islander peoples 65,000 year 

connection to country and culture.  

COLOUR RUN
This year our NAIDOC Community Day 
featured a Colour Fun Run that was won 
by our South Australian Aboriginal Schools 
Training Academy (SAASTA) Connect 
students who entered the World No 
Tobacco Day poster competition with the 
Puyu Blasters Tackling Indigenous Smoking 
program of the Aboriginal Health Council SA 
(AHCSA).  

The CYS SAASTA Connect program is a 
cluster program for Year 8 & 9 Aboriginal 
students. SAASTA Connect program consists 
of Aboriginal students from Central Yorke 
School, Kadina Memorial School and 
Minlaton District School.  

We had six of our students enter the 
competition and from each of their posters 
they created a collaborative poster “I Won’t 
Smoke Because...”. 

The collaborative poster was created by 
working with the Tackling Tobacco Team 
and Nation graphic designer company. The 
CYS SAASTA posters were selected for the 
thought that went into their smoke-free 
health messages, health information and 
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graphics.  The poster has been created to 
target their local community with smoke-
free health messages and was the focus of 
the Colour Fun Run. The Tackling Tobacco 
team had an extensive smoke-free health 
promotion for all of us to learn about the 
importance of no smoking for our health.

NAIDOC ACTIVITIES
Both our CYS SAASTA Connect and SAASTA 
students were involved in running NAIDOC 
activities for the R-6 classes prior to the 
Colour Fun Run and helping set up the 
event and be a part of covering everyone 
in the bright colours with the Puyu Blaster 
Team. 

The NAIDOC Community Day – Colour Fun 
Run had other service providers come and 
join us for the day; Dental SA, Diabetes 
SA, Sonder Close the Gap, Yunggorendi 
– Flinders University and Primary Health 
Connect – Narungga Aboriginal health 
team.  

Bush tucker tasting provided by Aboriginal 
parent Greg Wanganeen and we were able 
to taste freshly caught Wombat, Kangaroo, 
Butterfish and Abalone which was a real 
treat for everyone. 
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The Aboriginal Drug & Alcohol Council 
(ADAC) also joined us and supplied a 
sausage sizzle for everyone. The CYS Boys 
& Girls Culture Group which involves our 
Aboriginal students in Years R-7 cooked 
enough Aboriginal flag cookies for everyone 
to enjoy. 

The day was a wonderful success despite 
the challenging weather conditions and 
glad for the cloud cover and keeping 
ourselves cool with water being splashed 
over us which is essential to the colours 
sticking to us to transform us into walking 
rainbows. 

THANK YOU!
Finally, a big thank you to the Puyu Blasters 
AHCSA Tackling Indigenous Smoking Team 
led by Carron Daveson, Tackling Tobacco 
Youth Project Officer for all their hard work 

in creating a very well organised event for 
all of us to enjoy and be a part of our 2020 
NAIDOC celebrations.

Sonya Rankine | ACEO
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COLOUR RUNCOLOUR RUN
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2020 Showcase Concert
Due to Covid restrictions the YP Concert 
Band 's regular performance calendar was 
cancelled for 2020. 

Our first performance for the year then the 
Showcase Concert in Week 5 of this term, and 
unfortunately to a few parents only. 

Still, the Band entertained the small crowd 
with classics such as September, Mission 
Impossible, Selections from Mary Poppins 
and Soul Bossa Nova. The challenging piece 
for the year was Epic Gaming Themes which 
featured arrangements from Assassin’s 
Creed, Dragonborn and Baba Yetu

Debbie Schwartz | Conductor & IMS

2020 BAND AWARD RECIPIENTS 
• Matilda (AAS) 

Dedication and Achievement
• Isabelle Teakle (AAS) 

Dedication and Excellence
• Kira Davies (CYS)  

Dedication and Excellence
• Serenity Gorden (AAS) 

Dedication And Excellence
• Sophie Heinrich (CYS) 

Dedication and Leadership
• Courtney Lodge (AAS) 

Outstanding Service 2015 - 2020
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YP COMBINED SCHOOLS 
CONCERT BAND
The YP Schools Concert Band is 
ably led by Band Captain and Year 
10 Flautist Sophie Heinrich and 
supported by section leaders Georgia 
Stanley, Courtney Lodge, Kira 
Davies and Anastasia Gorden. Band 
members rehearse every Wednesday 
after school btween 3:30 – 5pm, 
travelling from across the Peninsula. 

The band currently connects and 
inspires music students, staff and 
community members from Maitland, 
Ardrossan, Minlaton and Yorketown. 
It provides a challenging training 
program, for focused musicianship 
and ensemble skill development. 
All students have the opportunity 
to share the love of music and 
strengthen their sense of well being 
through team work and community 
involvement. Students have the 
opportunity to complete Stage 2 
Ensemble Performance through their 
involvement in this program. 

MENTORS & SUPPORT
The Concert Band Students are 
very fortunate to have many staff 
and community mentors – Debbie 
Schwartz, Carol Wilkin, Tim Tuck, 
Sarah Townsend, Dianne Morgan, 
Tanya Short, Liese Gordon, Nathan 
Wright, Helen Stockings and Lin 
Morris. We thank them for their time 
and support.
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 Ï Congratulations to Eva Palin for winning the 
Antimicrobial Awareness Week colouring 
competition for the under 8 years section.

 Ï R/1's playing 'Pin the Present On the Tree'
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 Ï A big shout out to groundsman 
David Ramsey for the beautifully 
maintained front garden.

 Ð Gideons International handed out 
Bibles to our Year 8's last week.
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Calendar
NOVEMBER
WEEK 7

23-27 R-6 Swimming (postponed)
26 P & F Christmas Lunch
27 Last Day of school for Years 10 & 11

DECEMBER
WEEK 8

30-4 Swimming Lessons
30 Governing Council Meeting
3-4 R/1 Zoo Snooze
3-4 Year 9 Aquatics Camp
4 Year 8 Class Party

WEEK 9
7 Music is Fun Band

8 CY Kindy Graduation
8 Presentation Night
10 Reports distributed
11 Gala Picnic

11 Early dismissal - last day of Term 4
 Summer Holidays begin
24 Christmas Eve
25 Christmas Day
31 New Year's Eve

JANUARY
1 New Year's Day

WEEK 1
26 Australia Day Holiday
27 First Day Back, Term 1, 2021

House Points

Week 7 Total

Term 4 Total

Year Total

995

2,882 2,893

 Ï From the archives: The Concert Band 
plays at the RAH  26/11/2010.

991

22,773 22,855


