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Raising expectations

W eek 5 and just like that 
we are halfway through 
the term. The rain is 
finally here and much 

like our crops, our students learning 
is starting to blossom across the 
school. As I walk the hallways there 
is lots of evidence of progressions 
of learning and applications in a 
real life context. 

EXPECTATIONS
With the return of all students back 
to school after a much extended 
break, we need to make sure that 
we are getting back on the ball 
again and raising our expectations 
of students and each other. 

This means we follow processes 
put in place and really work hard 
at the 1%ers as this is crucial to 
us building a great culture at our 
school. My question for our staff, is 

“how are we holding our students 
and each other accountable to 
improve every day?” This week may 
mean blowing out the cobwebs 
or getting rid of the rust, but it’s 
really important we set the tone 
early to set the rest of the term 
up. Students are being challenged 
academically, as rule followers 
and as citizens within the school. 
Our school is a place of growth 
and improving just that little more 
each day. We make no excuse to be 
better than what we were and this 
goes for staff as well as students. 

UNIFORM
One of these expectations is our 
uniform. Since our students have 
come back there have been a lot 
of hooded jumpers and pants that 
aren’t black. Also, active wear 
and leggings are not part of our 
uniform. 

Grant Keleher 
Principal
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The uniform is a symbol of pride for 
our school and all students need 
to be in it. From now on if students 
are not in uniform and do not have 
a valid reason they will be asked to 
change into a loan one. If students 
are refusing to change then we may 
ask parents to come and collect 
their children to take them home to 
change into correct uniform. 

RECONCILIATION WEEK 
National Reconciliation Week is 
from May 25th to June 2nd. 

The theme for this year’s NRW 
is ‘In this together’. I would like 
to thank all staff involved in 
facilitating learning activities 
around Aboriginal Culture. Each 
year National Reconciliation Week 
(NRW) celebrates the rich culture 
and history of the First Australians. 
It is the ideal time for everyone to 
join the reconciliation conversation 
and to think about how we can 
help turn around the disadvantage 
experienced by many Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander 
people.  The ’67 referendum 
made history as Australians voted 
overwhelmingly to amend the 
constitution to include Aboriginal 
people in the census and allow 
the Commonwealth to create 
laws for them. It was considered a 
triumph of the human spirit that 
continues to inspire generations 
of Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people alike. 

This year we have many activities 
happening, this includes small 
games such as Yulunga games, 
painting, mask creations, reading 
books such as ‘I am Australian Too’ 
and celebrating the movie ‘In my 
blood it runs’. It’s been really great 
to see a curriculum focus for NRW 
as opposed to an event. 

PUPIL FREE DAY
Just a reminder that our Pupil 
Free Day for Term 2 is on Tuesday 
June 9, the day after the June long 
weekend..

THANK YOU TO OUR 
VOLUNTEERS.
Last week was the national day 
for the recognition of school 
volunteers. COVID-19 has meant 
that we have not seen our regular 
volunteers, but it is still important 
to celebrate what they do for us as 
our community volunteers are very 
important to the way our school 
operates. 

Parents are 
asked to 

drop off and 
pick up their 
students at 
the school 
gates and 
not enter 
the site.
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I would like to publicly recognise the amount 
of work they put in to our school. Many of 
them do it for the love of our community and 
don’t seek praise or celebrate effort they put 
in. We are very lucky at Central Yorke School 
to have such an amazing group of volunteers. 
Our volunteers come in many shapes and 
forms, from our Governing Council or Parents 
and Friends, to Mums that come in a read 
and our Sports Day helpers, the list goes 
on. We would not have the success we have 
today if it weren’t for them. I would like to 
sincerely thank all our school volunteers who 
make the effort to come in and work with our 
children. 

FLU SEASON IS UPON US.
The colder wet weather brings with the cold 
and flu season. It is even more imperative to 
do the right thing with COVID-19 As a school 
our priority is to keep everyone well so they 
can continue with their learning. 

I encourage all families to keep your child at 
home if they start to show any signs of a cold 
and flu. We also ask all parents and teachers 

to undertake preventative measures with 
children such as sneezing with a covered 
mouth and washing hands thoroughly to 
prevent the spread of germs and sickness. 

As always if you have questions about us, 
or any feedback to give, I encourage you to 
come in and let us know. We always look 
forward to the opinions of our community.

Until next time

Grant Keleher

CENTRAL YORKE SCHOOL CONTACTS
Principal 
GRANT KELEHER

Deputy Principal 
CHELSEA SCHMIDT

Head of Point Pearce 
DAVE LOVE

Head of Early Years 
MEL RICHARDS

Learning &  Student Pathways 
SCOTT MOORE

SAASTA & Middle School 
SHAYLA VINCE

Community Engagement 
TIM TUCK

Counsellor  
HELEN MOLONEY

Business Manager 
FIONA-LEE BUTTFIELD

Student Services  
DEB BRIGGS 
SKYE BARLOW 
CHRIS WILLIAMS 
ANDREA VANDER WESTHUIZEN

Junction Road, Maitland SA 5573
P (08) 8832 2613   |   F (08) 8832 2336   |   E dl.0761.info@schools.sa.edu.au

TUESDAY, JUNE 9



May 28 | 2020 5

Reconciliation Week 

W ednesday the 
27th of May marks 
the beginning of 
Reconciliation 

week. The theme for National 
Reconciliation Week for 2020 is 
‘In this together’.  The National 
Reconciliation Week 2020 theme 
reinforces that we all have a 
role to play when it comes to 
reconciliation, and in playing 
our part we collectively build 
relationships and communities that 
value Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, histories and 
cultures.

On Wednesday the SAASTA 
students organised activities to 
engage students from the ELC-
year 9. The activities involved 
learning about native animals, 
Traditional Yuluga Games, 
Kaurna Language song, Wardu VS 
Nhandha, Nhagudja Orienteering 
and Boomerang Art. The students 

organised the activities in small 
groups and had to make sure they 
were organised.

We focussed on not only 
strengthening our leadership 
qualities but also developing our 
general capabilities. The main 
two capabilities we focussed on 
was developing our Personal and 
Social skills and our Intercultural 
Understanding. The students learnt 
more about the Narungga history 
and developed their confidence 
through getting involved and 
engaging students.

Overall it was great to see all of 
the students from ELC-Year 9 all 
working together and making a 
difference.

Shayla Vince

Shayla Vince 
SAATSA Coordinator
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Native Animals of Australia 
We ran an activity for the R/1 class which 
focused on native animals in Australia. 

I really enjoyed standing up in front of 
everyone it made feel like I was a teacher. I 
was able to develop my Personal and Social 
capability whilst also learning more about 
Intercultural Understanding. We discussed 
who we are and explained our roles as 
SAASTA students at Central Yorke School. We 
watched a short clip about native animals 
from Australia. Native animals are a big part 
of Aboriginal culture as they are our totems, 
our food source and they play a crucial part 
in our creation stories. 

At the beginning of the activity we were 
nervous but got more confident throughout 
as we developed our communication skills 
with the younger students. It was interesting 

watching the younger students choose the 
different colours for their drawings. I feel the 
kids learnt a lot about the native animals 
that we discussed. 

We developed our leadership skills by 
keeping the class on track and we were 
able to assist students that needed help. 
Leadership is an important part of being a 
SAASTA students and we felt extremely proud 
to work with the younger students, teaching 
them about our culture.

Corey Angie
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Traditional Yulunga Games
Emarli and I both started off with the 
Yulunga game Wana with the year 5/6 
class. This game was interesting and the 
students enjoyed hearing about how it was 
traditionally played. For the next game, we 
did Buroinjin. The kids loved it and they were 
really competitive, they were so tempted to 
get the ball, it was great. 

The leadership skills we have developed 
when doing these activities include:

• Confidence when presenting 
• Clear instructions 
• Role modeling 
• Respect

Encouraging others to participate and have a 
go at things such as batting and bowling and 
helping others out. 

Latoya and Emarli. 
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Kaurna Language Song

A s part of Reconciliation Week 
our SAASTA group ran different 
Aboriginal cultural activities. Andrea 
Rigney and I, worked together to 

teach the class of Year 2 and 3 /4 a song in 
Kaurna Language called ‘Niina Marni’.

The process of the activity involved us 
finding an engaging Aboriginal cultural 
activity that the younger students will 
culturally learning together while finding 
it enjoyable. Andrea and I decided to use 
the Niina Marni song, as it is a welcome 
and goodbye song. I created a lyric sheet 
that would help the students to understand 
better. We created hand movements with the 
song to make it engaging for the students 
to sing along to (waving hello, thumbs up, 
shrug, waving goodbye). Andrea created a 
comic sheet so that the students can explore 
their own artistic side which connected them 
to their own expression of the Kaurna words. 

We went to their classroom and walked them 
over towards the Performing Arts Centre. 
We introduced ourselves and began to teach 
them the Kaurna words.  Andrea and I both 
explained what the words meant, and how it 
can be used in a sentence and how to sing it. 
The class was shy and quiet at first but then 
they began to be more involved with each 
other and us. Afterwards when the students 
were familiar with the words we began to 
add our hand actions while singing Niina 
Marni. Shortly we all sang Niina Marni and 
used our hand expressions together. Then 
Andrea explained our next Comic Drawing 
Activity. The Comic activity involved the 
students drawing pictures as well as writing 
in Kaurna language. After they had finished 

their drawing and writing, we decided to 
finish the lesson with singing the song all 
together and doing the hand gestures. 
Whoever sang the best we gave out House 
points to, but the whole class was very 
engaged and singing loud together which 
made the activity very humble and great.  
Great job to all of the Year 2, 3 and 4’s.

As being an older student, leader of our 
school and a captain towards my academy 
I thought that this was a great way to 
celebrate National Reconciliation Week 
with the students. I believe it is important 
to recognise Aboriginal culture and to teach 
all students new and creative ways which 
make them more engaged to learn Aboriginal 
culture. Through the activity it helped me 
develop more of my social, intercultural and 
creative skills. I developed more of my social 
and intercultural capabilities by engaging 
with the kids and teaching them along 
with Andrea. It helped me use clear and an 
instructive voice to teach the kids Kaurna 
words and to connect with them through 
Kaurna language. The activity also expressed 
my own critical and creative thinking 
capabilities when recognising different ways 
of learning. 

We had a great time overall with all of the 
students, they had a fun time singing and 
getting along with each other. I hope to do 
this again with SAASTA. 

Zakiyah Wanganeen
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Kaurna Language Song 

A s part of Reconciliation Week, 
Zakiyah and I taught the year 2 & 3/4 
classes a song called Niina Marni, 
Marni-ai in Kaurna language. 

Miss Vince asked Zakiyah and I to brainstorm 
cultural activities that we could do with the 2 
& 3/4 class. Zakiyah came up with the idea of 
the song. Zakiyah and I learnt the song so we 
could sing it properly to all the kids. Zakiyah 
printed the song out so the kids could read 
along with us. I created a comic sheet for the 
kids to draw the actions on. We planned a 
few backup activities just in case we when 
through our activity quickly.

We all headed to the PAC, the first thing 
we did was telling the kids how to say the 
word and what was the meaning behind the 
words. Zakiyah and I said the words and 
asked the kids to repeat the words back to 
us so we know that they could say the words. 
After doing that a few times we asked the 
kids if we could try and sing the whole thing 
together. After singing all of the song a few 
time Zakiyah and I started to show the kids 
the hand movements we do to the song. We 
sang the song and did the hand movement 
together.

We gave all the kids a piece of paper each, 
the piece of paper had 4 different boxes and, 
in the boxes, it had the lyrics in it. Under 
the lyrics, there was a line where we asked 
kids if they could try and copy the words. 
We asked the kids if they could draw the 
hand movements on the paper. When the 
kids were all finished drawing we asked the 
kids to remind us what the words meant, all 
the kids put their hands up to answer the 

question. All the kids that we asked got the 
question right which made Zakiyah and I 
feel good because we know that they were 
listening to us. We all sang the song and did 
the hand movements together one last time 
before the kids had to go back to class. 

Throughout the process of coming up with 
the idea, doing it with the kids and finishing 
it,  Zakiyah and I used our leadership skills 
a lot. Zakiyah and I had to show the kids 
that we were confident so that they would 
feel comfortable with us teaching them, we 
both talked loud and clear so the kids could 
hear and understand us. We both were very 
patient with the kids and we both asked the 
kids if they need help just in case they were 
too shy to ask. 

Overall the whole experience was great and 
Zakiyah and I have learnt a lot from this.

Andrea Rigney
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Wardu vs Nhandha 

J yden and I ran a basketball game 
similar to a game called King of the 
court with the year 8 students, we 
switched the rules a bit to develop 

our critical and creative thinking capability. 
We did three games, first it was 1v1 with split 
genders. Jyden monitored one group and I 
monitored the other, after that we then ran a 
3v3 game. Jyden had one half down one half 
of the court and I had the half on the other 
side of the court. 

They enjoyed it. We then did a 5v5 game 
and that was similar to the 3v3 game we 
did. When we finished we gained some 
feedback from the teacher which allowed 
us to gain knowledge on areas that went 
well and areas we could improve on. Most of 
the feedback was positive and we now feel 
more comfortable taking on leadership roles 
within Central Yorke School. It was obvious 
that the students enjoyed themselves and 
were able to represent as either a Wardu 
(wombat) or (Nhandha) Kangaroo. 

We were able to engage all of the students 
and made sure that everyone gave it a go. 
They listened well and seemed to respond to 
feedback we gave them throughout the game 
regarding how to improve their ball skills. We 
also experience having to umpire which isn’t 
something we usually do as we are use to 
playing the game. It was interesting to watch 
whilst umpiring and this allowed us to coach 
a team each. We developed our Personal 
and Social capability by becoming more 
confident and interacting with students we 
hadn’t worked with before. 

Eddie and Jyden 
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Nhagudja (Look) Orienteering 
Jamahl, Derrick and Vaun had to organise an 
animal hunt for the yr 7's. We did by printed 
out pictures of native animals and stuck 
them onto coloured pieces of paper with 
the Narungga name for each animal written 
on them. Each team scored a point for each 
picture they got, but they only got the point 
if they the said the name correctly. 

At the end, there was a chance to get bonus 
points by saying the names again but 
without reading the word. This was a way 
for students to demonstrate understanding 
of Narungga language. We also included a 
quiz of some of the Narungga history. It was 
interesting to hear different students having 
discussions trying to find the correct answers 
to the quiz. 

The activity went really well, the yr 7's 
listened and completed all the task they were 
given. One we found interesting was that the 
groups that were made didn't stick together 
as they all had different strategies of how to 
win the game. I learnt how to assist some of 
the groups but without giving the answers 
away. This quiz was based on the skill of 
reading comprehension. It was interesting to 
see some of the students try to rush through 
it as they often did not get the correct 
answer so then had to re-read it slowly. We 
were all able to learn about our Intercultural 
Understanding Capability throughout this 
task and it allowed us to learn more about 
Narungga history ourselves.

Jamahl, Derrick and Vaun
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Learning In a Different Way

O ver the past few months 
we have all learnt to do 
things a little differently 
when it comes to learning 

in a different way, and staying 
healthy. 

Although seen as an inconvenience 
in many ways, this COVID 
19 situation has shown how 
adaptable and resilient we can 
all be. We know as a school 
community that if we ever have to 
deal with something similar again, 
we will be ready.

 Ï Miss Amanda working with Edward 
in a Zoom session.

 Ï Eli and Natayah washing their hands 
the correct way.

 Ï Students during online study time at 
the Point Pearce TAFE.

 Ï R-2 Class enjoying their online 
learning session.

POSITIVE TRANSITIONS
Despite the Community still 
remaining in Lockdown, recently 
our students have seen some 
positive transitioning back into 
their normal learning environment. 

The yellow school bus is now 
transporting our Year 3-12 
Aboriginal students to and from 
the Maitland Campus, and almost 
all learning is now occurring face 
to face.

dave love 
head of point pearce
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The Kindy and R-2 students (living 
in Point Pearce) and their staff are 
now all allowed back on site, and 
this week the Occasional Care and 
Playgroup sessions will start up as 
well. Families still drop off and pick 
up their children at the gates, and 
the children are practicing hand 
sanitising and hand washing very 
regularly and distancing wherever 
possible. 

PLEASED TO BE BACK
The children, staff and families 
are all very pleased and excited 
about being back on site, and 
we are hoping that very soon all 
students living off of Point Pearce 
Community who are enrolled here 
will be able to return as well. We 
are hoping  to receive the OK from 
authorities soon.

BONFIRE TIME
Over the last week we have been 
busy building another huge 
Community bonfire to burn at the 
end of term (hopefully), and have 
made some ‘Scary Games’ with 
Mr Love which we have enjoyed 
playing.

 Ï Natayah, Jhanaya, Liarna playing 
their Scary Game.

 Ï Jahleel being a ‘Strong Man’ taking 
some wood to the bonfire.

 Ï The Bonfire Team standing by what 
they have built so far.



CYS Newsletter 0816

mel richards 
head of early learning

Worms & Minibeasts

E ducators and children are 
excited to make a start on 
revamping our outdoor 
learning environment.  

The much awaited rain has proven 
to be the motivation we have 
needed to dig and remove large 
rocks, logs and the slippery dip!  

Whilst children have been actively 
involved in the ‘outdoor works’ 
they are discovering worms and 
other minibeasts and inquiring 
about their habitats. 

Children are using their thinking 
minds to problem solve, assess 
risks to keep themselves and 
their friends safe, engaging in 
conversations to share their 
knowledge and ideas, learning 
about different tools and 
developing their social skills of 
sharing and turn taking.  

Children have also accessed the 
logs and other resources to use in 
their play with loose parts, moving 
them with the sack trucks and 
making a camp fire.  

We are all excited about our 
outdoor development and look 
forward to making our ideas come 
to life.
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Going to preschool helps your child to learn  
new things, make friends and develop confidence. 

Children who turn 4 before 1 May 2021 can start preschool at 
the beginning of the year before they start school.

Contact Central Yorke School Early Learning Centre on 8832 2613 or  
email dl.0761.info@schools.sa.edu.au to register your child now for 2021.
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 Ï The Great Eric!

 Ï The Amazing Eva!

 Ï The Fabulous Kallum! 
 Ï The Impressive Imogen! 

Abraca 
dabra
In Drama with Mrs 
Davies, the Year 1 have 
been learning how to 
do magic tricks using 
technology. They took 
before and after shots 
on the iPads of objects 
being transformed and 
tried to look dramatic 
and magical while 
doing it.
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 Ï The Fantastic Libby!

 Ï The Magical Hannah! 

 Ï The Wondrous Olivia!

 Ï The Levitating Lily-Rose!

 Ï The Awe-Inspiring Ruby!

 
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 

R-2 MEDIA ARTS 
 

IN MEDIA ARTS, STUDENTS:

• become aware of structure, intent, 
character and settings in ideas and 
stories

• explore ideas and learn 
about composition, sound and 
technologies to construct stories

• learn how their ideas can be 
communicated through selecting 
and organising the elements of 
media arts.
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 

5/6 SCIENCE
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Living things have structural features and 
adaptations that help them to survive in 

their environment 
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The Year 3/4 class has been  exploring 
how data can be represented and 
communicated in different ways and this 
fortnight we have been learning about 
Morse Code.

First we viewed pictures of old morse 
code switches and telegraph wires and 
learned that messages used to be sent 
along wires using a series of dots and 
dashes called 'Morse Code'.

STEM spotlight
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We decoded some messages from Mr 
Tuck then coded our names into dots and 
dashes. We learned that the code for an 
emergency was sending the letters 'SOS' 
over and over. 

We found out that you can send Morse 
Code with lights, sounds, pieces of paper 
and even by blinking your eyelids! We 
also learned how to use the guillotine 
safely and used it to cut up our paper 
strips.

 
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 

3/4 TECHNOLOGY 
 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

• Recognise different types of data and 
explore how the same data can be 
represented in different ways .

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES 
PROCESSES & SKILLS
• Select and use materials, 

components, tools, equipment 
and techniques and use safe work 
practices to make designed solutions 

-.-. -.-- ...
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One Bottle of Pop One Bottle of Pop
In Music, the Year 5/6 classes have 
been investigating 'Rounds', special 
songs with verses written with 
different tunes that can be sung at 
the same time.

We listened to some different rounds 
being sung and played (we really like 
'Row, Row, Row Your Boat!") then 
played some rhythmic rounds using 
body percussion.

We learned to sing 'One Bottle of 
Pop' in three parts with the school 
choir and have been learning to 
play it on the tuned percussion 
instruments. 

It's harder than it looks!

But students have persevered with 
several high grades being awarded 
in our performance assessments for 
accurate rhythm, pitch and ability to 
play independent parts.
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AUSTRALIAN 
CURRICULUM 

5/6 MUSIC
IN 5/6 MUSIC, STUDENTS:
• further their understanding 

of rhythm, pitch, dynamics
• extend their understanding 

and use of aural skills as they 
sing and play independent 
parts against contrasting 
parts and recognise 
instrumental, vocal and 
digitally generated sounds

• explore and use rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics and 
expression, form and 
structure, timbre and texture 
in music they perform
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National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) 
is held annually by the Australian Library 
and Information Association (ALIA). 
Every year a picture book, written and 
illustrated by an Australian author and 
illustrator, is read simultaneously in 
libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare 
centres, family homes, bookshops and 
many other places around the country. 

Now in its 20th successful year, it is a 
colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims 
to promote the value of reading and 
literacy, using an Australian children's 
book that explores age-appropriate 
themes, and addresses key learning 
areas of the National Curriculum for 
Foundation to Year 6.

CYS NSS
This year's book was 'Chicken Divas', a 
humorous picture book about two sleepy 
chickens with a secret. We used Zoom to 
broadcast the story to the classrooms as 
we couldn't meet together.

Year 7 student Pearl Crawford read the 
book in an engaging and descriptive 
way and the Year 2 class acted out the 
story in the PAC, dressed in masks and 
colourful costumes. After the reading 
classes made their own versions of the 
feather boas that were featured in the 
story.

A big thank you to School Librarian Mrs 
Hasting for organising the reading and 
the craft materials in each classroom.

NATIONAL Simultaneous Storytime
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NATIONAL Simultaneous Storytime
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 Ï Happy Birthday Kaylee! 

 Ï Reconciliation Week Boomerangs drying .
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 Ð Miss Stewart's Year 
5/6 students with their 
feather boas.

 Ð The R-1 class watching the Week 4 Assembly.
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CYS LESSON & BREAK TIMES
Class Period 8:50-9:00
Lesson 1  9:00 – 9:30
Lesson 2  9:30 – 10:00
Lesson 3  10:00 – 10:30
Lesson 4  10:30 – 11:00
Recess   11:00 – 11:30
Lesson 5  11:30 – 12:00
Lesson 6  12:00 – 12:30
Lesson 7  12:30 – 1:00
Lunch   1:00 –  1:30
Lesson 8  1:30 – 2:00
Lesson  9  2:00 – 2:30
Lesson 10  2:30 – 2:55
Class Period  2:55 –  3:00
Dismissal   3:00
Bus Dismissal 3:00

House Points

Week 4 Total

Term 2 Total

Year Total

361 363

2,365 2,180

9,506 9,221


