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The World of Canvas

W elcome to the last 
newsletter of the term 
and the start of the 
school holidays. While 

it has been an extremely different 
term the holidays are going to 
give us all a time to recharge our 
batteries and re-evaluate where 
we are at in both our teaching and 
learning journeys. 

THE WORLD OF CANVAS?
COVID-19 saw us move our 
curriculum to an online world and 
learner management system. To 
do this we use a program called 
Canvas. 

Canvas is a platform that allows 
staff to put lessons, videos, 
assignments and assessments 
online so that students can 
learn anytime anywhere. With 
staff recording their lessons, it 

allows students to go review the 
instruction over and over again at 
any time as opposed to hearing 
it once in a classroom. This then 
frees up classroom time to promote 
higher order thinking skills and 
questions. 

When we look at all the top 
schools such as St Kings Baptist, 
Geelong Grammar, Seymour 
College or St Peter’s we find that 
all of these schools have a learner 
management system and have 
their students learning this way. 
As well, all of the universities have 
also moved to an online platform. 

For us at Central Yorke School it’s 
about preparing our students for 
life beyond our school, whether 
that be a new school, tertiary study 
or the workforce. 

Grant Keleher 
Principal
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Canvas has some real strengths, the 
best one being that our curriculum 
is there for parents to see so that 
they can be a part of the learning 
journey. All courses are online and 
parents can view what is being 
set, how students can complete it 
and the assessment tasks. All tasks 
have the opportunity for detailed 
feedback to be given so students 
can improve their grade. 

There is also a real time grade book 
where students and their families 
can log in at any time to see what 
their grade is. For me, the biggest 
strength of Canvas is the way it 
acts as a visual organiser. Each 
student has a “to-do” list on their 
canvas, which includes their tasks 
that need to be completed and 
their due dates. Canvas increases 
the accountability of our staff and 
students.

Students can log onto Canvas at 
any time through any device via 
our school website. I encourage 
all parents to get onto Canvas and 
have a take a ride in their student’s 
learning journey. Scott Moore has 
gone into more depth about Canvas 
further on in the newsletter. 

INDEPENDENT  
LEARNING TIME
As part of our new structure and 
innovative learning technologies 
we have introduced “independent 
learning time” for our students 
from 7-11. 

The amount of this time increases 
as a student gets older at the 
school. The expectation during this 
time is that students catch up on 
work they might have not finished, 
complete assessment tasks, or 
continue on with their course and 
get ahead. 

We are trying to reflect what is 
required at university and schools 
such as Prince Alfred College or 
Glenunga International High. 
During this time we are also getting 
teachers to show students how to 
study properly so that they can get 
even better results and not panic 
when it comes to tests. Lots of 
students have struggled with this 
sense of freedom, but it something 
that I want to stick with so that 
when they get to higher year levels 
they use this time wisely. 

This is good preparation for study 
lessons in senior school or study 
time in a boarding house. To 
support this transition we are using 
the “to-do” list on Canvas that 
also tells students what work is 
outstanding and what they need to 
do for each subject. While it is new, 
there have been some teething 
problems for both staff and 
students. I ask that parents stick 
with us while we create a model 
that will be successful for all.

Parents are 
asked to 

drop off and 
pick up their 
students at 
the school 
gates and 
not enter 
the site.
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MID YEAR REPORTS
Next week you will be receiving your child’s 
semester report. The end of the week will 
mark “half-time’ for 2020. As I wrote in 
my article this time 3 years ago, just like a 
game of football or netball it will be time 
for students to reflect on their performance 
and adjust it to the point where they can be 
successful at the end. They may depend of 
advice from parents, teachers or peers and 
what was their expectation at the start of the 
year will not necessarily be the same now. 
However, just like any game of sport they still 
have time to pick themselves up or go further 
than they ever have before.

There are cases in reports where what 
parents thought about their child’s progress 
and the information they receive could be 
very different. I have spoken at length with 
staff about student results and parents not 
being surprised when they look at a report. 
If this is the case and you are upset with your 
child’s report then I ask you to email me your 

concerns and I will take it up with the teacher 
involved. If you wish to email me my details 
are Grant.Keleher97@schools.sa.edu.au 

If you are happy with your child’s 
achievement then please let everyone know 
just how well they are doing. Children thrive 
on positive recognition, especially when 
they are recognised for something they have 
earned. Like a game, students do best with 
lots of sideline support. Encouragement and 
expectations of a solid effort from families 
bring rewards to student learning.

Thank you again for your continual support 
of our school and the effort you put in to 
support us with lifting standards. I hope you 
enjoy your holidays and come back in Term 
3 with even more motivation for succeed at 
our school.

Grant Keleher.
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Friday mornings 9am till 11am - $2 per child

C e n t r a l  Y o r k e  E a r l y  L e a r n i n g  C e n t r e

Central Yorke Early Learning Centre offers a vibrant playgroup for children aged 0-5 years old, 
and for their parents and carers. We invite families to come and be an active part of a supportive 

community where parents can connect and build new relationships and  children can interact with 
each other and engage in creative, active and cooperative play. 

Central Yorke Early Learning Centre is a warm and welcoming environment, and we would love to 
have you come along!

You're InvIted For
free play 

outdoor play
exploring play based activities 

music and movement 
shared fruit morning tea  

(bring a piece of fruit to share)
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Painting a Bright Future

L ate in 2019 we began a 
search for a quality online 
learning product. After 
consulting widely within 

The Department and speaking to 
schools in the Eastern States the 
decision was made to move our 
online learning to Canvas. This 
would allow us to make the most of 
the Flipped and Blended learning 
practices we have been developing 
in the Senior School. 

COVID IMPERATIVE
We didn’t know it at the time but 
Canvas would become invaluable 
by the end of Term 1 and a central 
piece of our response to COVID, 
allowing us to maintain student 
learning both at school and from 
home. Online learning programs 
such as Canvas are used widely 
in larger schools and every 
University and higher education 
provider has a platform of some 
description, many use Canvas 
itself. Exposing our students to this 
style of learning is one way we are 
preparing them for a lifetime of 
learning, and a bright future when 
they leave our school.

CANVAS FOR TEACHERS...
For teachers, Canvas is a program 
that allows for the creation of 
online lessons. It has the capacity 
to link a range of software through 
one central location. Teachers 
create original work and select 

appropriate, quality online content 
that supports the normal explicit 
teaching they complete in class. 

Teachers are able to set quizzes 
and assignments that provide them 
with instant feedback on student 
achievement and progress against 
the Australian Curriculum or SACE. 
Canvas increases opportunities 
for staff to work individually with 
students whilst in the classroom to 
support and extend their learning 
as appropriate.

CANVAS FOR STUDENTS...
For students, Canvas is a powerful 
organisational tool. Every activity a 
teacher provides for them is listed 
on a personalised to-do list and 
there is a personal calendar that 
shows when all tasks need to be 
completed. Students have access to 
a huge variety of learning activities, 
many have real world links through 
the external content teachers 
provide. 

When students complete tasks 
they are able to receive valuable 
feedback, in many cases 
instantaneously. This feedback 
can be used to identify where 
their strengths in each task lay 
and where improvement may be 
needed. The teacher created and 
online videos allow students to 
revisit information they are unsure 
of or that they may have missed in 
class, this is hugely valuable come 

Scott Moore 
learning & student 

pathways coordinator
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Canvas is used 
by the 30% of 
Universities  and 
Higher Education 
Insstitutes around 
the world, including:

assessment time. Students have 
the opportunity to take ownership 
of their learning as many tasks can 
be completed autonomously. 

CANVAS FOR PARENTS...
For parents, Canvas provides a real 
opportunity to be involved in their 
child’s learning. The work is set 
with scaffolded directions and clear 
outcomes. 

It is possible to track progress in 
each subject area and view student 
calendars to see when due dates 
are nearing. It is also possible to 
see how your student is achieving 
and to see the feedback provided 
by teachers. 

At the moment it is possible to 
use your child’s login details to 
see the variety of work they have 
completed this term.

WHERE TO NEXT?
At CYS, Canvas was built and 
implemented in 10 days at the 
end of Term 1, this was a huge 
accomplishment as we originally 
expected it to take 6 months. 
Teachers have had to learn an 
entire new way of reaching 
students and it has been a very 
steep learning curve that has 
taken all of Term 2. Due to COVID 
restrictions we have had to learn 
as we go and it has been a very 
positive start, we have gained 
experience and improved our 

understanding of the technology 
and how to best embed it in the 
classroom. 

As we move into Term 3 we have 
made some changes which will 
improve the student experience. 
We are also developing a parent 
portal which will allow parents to 
download an app and be paired 
with their children, there will be 
more information provided about 
how to access this portal early in 
Term 3, the student app is already 
available as a free download for 
both Apple and Android devices. 

Online learning is an approach we 
have been using for a while in Years 
11 and 12 with positive results. 
Canvas provides students with 
the opportunity to develop skills 
required for learning in a blended 
environment similar to what they 
will experience if they continue 
with tertiary education. 

We will be developing a range of 
resources to help parents support 
their child’s learning on Canvas in 
Terms 3 and 4. In the meantime 
if you have any questions about 
your child’s Canvas have them 
demonstrate how they use them 
in the classroom or contact their 
teacher at the school. 
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Jason Clifford 
Sports  

coordinator

Lunchtime Sports

A fter a fierce netball 
competition, the minor 
round ladder finished with 
the Year 8’s on top of the 

ladder followed by the Year 12’s and 
then the teachers. The two Year 10 
teams and the Year 7 team rounded 
out the bottom 3 places.

This meant that on Monday of week 
8 the Year 12’s faced off against 
the teachers in a semi final to see 
who would play the Year 8’s in the 
Grand Final. The game was fast 
and intense but with the Year 12’s 
missing a key player or two the 
teachers were able to grab the vital 
win.

GRAND FINAL
With the Grand Final to be played 
on Tuesday the Year 8’s were 
confident going in not having 
lost a minor round game. The 
teachers were also gaining 
confidence knowing that the first 

time they met they were without 
powerhouse midfielder Mr Baker 
and sharpshooter Mr Clifford and 
having to rely on the inconsistency 
of Mr Trenorden in goals. Final 
tactics were discussed and the 
game was on.

The game was back and forth with 
no team able to make a big break. 
Tayla and Ruby keeping the Year 8’s 
in it with some good shooting while 
Jett, Tommy and Molly battled on 
in the midfield and defence. For 
the teachers the addition of Mr 
Baker into the mid court along with 
the experience of Miss Vince, Miss 
McEvoy, Mrs Gaisford and some 
goals that went in by Mr Trenorden 
meant that they were able to beat 
the favourites 11 goals to 8. Well 
done to all that played throughout 
the competition.
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TCHOUKBALL
Tchoukball has been running for 
the past couple of weeks now with 
great enjoyment. The teams have 
been mixed up between year levels 
and it has been great to see all the 
students working together as a team. 

After four rounds the ladder is very 
tight. Team 2 leads on 12 points 
followed by Team 6 and Team 4 on 9 
points and then Teams 5, 3 and 1 all 
on 6 points each. The final is to be 
played on the last day of school.

Tchoukball
Tchoukball is an indoor team sport developed in 
the 1970s by Swiss biologist Dr Hermann Brandt. 
Dr Brandt wanted to create a sport that reduced 
injuries, was not aggressive between players 
and enabled people of all shapes, sizes, genders, 
cultures, and backgrounds to play together.

The sport is usually played on an indoor court 
measuring 27 metres by 16 metres. Each team can 
score on both ends of the court, and comprises 12 
players, of whom 7 may be on the court at any one 
time. Physical contact is prohibited, and defenders 
may not attempt to intercept the attacking team's 
passes.  (Wikipedia)
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JUNIOR PRIMARY ART
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FOUND OBJECTS
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Puyu Blasters
"World No Tobacco Day" School Competition Winners

T he Puyu Blaster team 
regularly visit our SAASTA 
program to deliver their 
education program to our 

students on how smoking affects 
your health.  

This year for World No Tobacco Day 
they held a school competition 
wanting to know why you won’t 
smoke. Our SAASTA Connect 
students entered the competition 
sharing their story on the theme;  ‘I 
Won’t Smoke Because’.

WINNERS ARE GRINNERS!
Congratulations to Billy Eveleigh, 
Caylim Karpany, Kuliah Power, 
Melana Horral-Smith, Nataliah 
Elliot and Meg Lock on their 
winning entries.  Trent Wingard the 
Youth Project Officer of the Tackling 
Indigenous Smoking Programme 
at the Aboriginal Health Council of 
SA said that the entries from CYS 
SAASTA Connect were:

‘ Deadly, very interesting, 
demonstrated that 
they had researched 
information to include on 
their poster and looked 
amazing! 

The winning entries will receive 
time to work with a creative 
marketing agency to bring their 
artwork to life to be used in 
promotional and learning material. 
Special thanks to our SAASTA 
Connect students winning the 
school competitions as we also 
have won a Colour Fun Run for 
Central Yorke School which will be 
run by the Puyu Blaster team.  

We will stay in contact with Trent 
to organise the Colour Fun Run for 
later in the year.  

Sonya Rankine 
Aboriginal Community 

Education Officer
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 Ï Melana

 Ï Megan

 Ï Billy

 Ï Caylim

 Ï Nataliah

 Ï Kuliah
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Apple Pie Cookies
INGREDIENTS

For the Cookies:

2 -3 Shortcrust Pastry sheets 

For the Filling:

• 1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon 
juice 

• 2 apples 
• 1/4 cup sugar
• 1 Tbs unsalted butter

• 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1 pinch nutmeg

For the Caramel:

• 1/2 cup brown sugar
• 2 ½ Tbsp butter unsalted
• ¼ cup cream
• ½ tsp vanilla extract
• 1 pinch salt

The Year 7 class 
made Apple Pie 
Cookies in Home Ec 
and they were so 
good they're our CYS 
Recipe of the Week!
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INSTRUCTIONS
For the Caramel

1. Combine ingredients in small pot and 
heat over medium-low heat while 
whisking. Cook 7-8 minutes. You will 
notice when the caramel begins to 
thicken.

2. Remove from heat and set aside.

For the Filling

1. Peel, core and chop apples into small 
cubes, put them in a bowl and add the 
sugar, spices and lemon juice. 

2. Toss them around to make sure they are 
evenly coated. 

3. Now in a medium pan, melt the butter 
over medium-high heat. Add the 
apples and cook stirring until the sugar 
dissolves and it begins to simmer, about 
2 minutes. 

4. Cover it up, reduce the heat to medium-
low and cook until the apples soften 
and release most of their juices, about 
7 minutes. Remove lid and gently boil 

for a few minutes until juices thicken to 
almost caramel. Remove from heat and 
allow to cool slightly.

5. Chop apples into very small pieces, but 
not mush.

Cookies

1. Pre heat oven to 1800C with the fan on.
2. Cut pastry into 12 circles with scone 

cutters. Use off-cuts of pastry to cut this 
strips for the lattice topping. 

3. Brush with caramel.
4. Add about 1 tablespoon of the apple pie 

filling to the centre of each circle. Brush 
edge with egg wash.

5. Arrange the lattice top and brush with 
egg wash again.

6. Cut and remove excess with the same 
round cutter you used for the base.

7. Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar and bake 
for about 20-25 minutes until golden 
brown.

WE ALSO MADE THESE LAST WEEK...
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This term,  primary students 
have been recognised for 
excellence and achievement 
with a special CYS Certificate.

Students were selected based 
on academic results and 
nominations for outstanding 
progress from their teachers. 
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Certificates of Excellence
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YEAR 11'S - LED STEER
The steers and students are building 
relationships and we our now putting 
halters on in the yards, washing the 
steers to stimulate hair growth and build 
trust and leading in the small yard.  The 
students understand the importance of  

good nutrition in relation to weight gain 
and how different animals have different 
feed conversion ratios.  Our steers Banjo, 
Brian and Jordan are entered into the 
Stock Journal virtual on hoof parade, the 
Royal Adelaide Show carcass competition 
and the Livestock Kadina Show.  

Spotlight on
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YEAR 12'S - OVER HALF WAY
Hannah, Shayla and Jess have been 
busy researching, analysing and writing 
reports on assessing and judging 
cattle on hoof and on hook, reporting 
on pests and diseases in relation to 
biosecurity, taking soil samples and 

setting up trial plots to assess the 
amount of tiller growth with various 
nitrogen applications, being tested on 
the importance of condition scoring 
sheep and the flow on effect with joining, 
lambing and lamb survival.

Senior Ag

 
SENIOR CURRICULUM 

10  PIG PRODUCTION

The Year 10 Pig Production Curriculum 
includes hands on learning about pig 
anatomy, weight gain, nutrition and 
meeting welfare requirements of animals. 
The Five Animal Welfare needs are: 

• The need for a suitable environment.
• The need for a suitable diet.
• The need to exhibit normal 

behaviour patterns.
• The need to be housed with or apart 

from other animals.
• The need to be protected from pain, 

suffering and disease.

Thanks to Sam Dutschke for supplying 
our 8 week old weaners again.
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The Year 3/4 Class finished constructing 
their Morse Code signalling devices in 
STEM last week.  Previously the students 
have experimented with electrical 
components and how to use batteries, 
bulbs and switches to make a simple 
circuit.

We then learned how Morse Code works 
and how Morse can be transmitted by 
sound, electrical pulses or by light. We 
coded our names in Morse and tried 
tapping signals to each other.

Spotlight on
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To make our Flashers, we used a clothes 
peg as a ‘momentary on’ switch, and 
connected it to a 3V battery pack and a 
LED. The LED was mounted on Corflute  
and glued to a wooden board.

Joining the wires was quite fiddly and the 
students had to persevere to make their 
Flasher work correctly, but the process 
and end result was most rewarding!

Morse Code Flashers

 
AUSTRALIAN 
CURRICULUM 

3/4 STEM
KNOWLEDGE & 

UNDERSTANDING
Identify and explore a range of 
digital systems with peripheral 

devices for different purposes, & 
transmit different types of data

Recognise different types of data 
& explore how the same data can 
be represented in different ways

PRODUCTION SKILLS
Select and use materials, 

components, tools, equipment 
and techniques and use safe 

work practices to make designed 
solutions
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The Year 7 and 8 Performing Arts classes 
built model instruments as part of a unit 
on 'Instruments of the Orchestra'.

Students could choose to build a realistic 
but non-working instrument or a working 
but non-realistic instrument and there 
were plenty of entries in both categories. 

Spotlight on
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Realistic models included flutes, 
trombones, trumpets and clarinets, with 
some being so good that students were 
asked why they were out of their cases!

Triangles and wind chimes were popular 
in the working-instrument category which 
also included an octave long beer-bottle 
xylophone and two cakes (which were 
both clever AND delicious!)

Model Instruments
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The  SRC organised 
a 'wear your PJ's (or 
casual clothes) to 
school' fundraiser for 
BlazeAid, the volunteer-
based organisation that 
works with families 
and individuals in rural 
Australia after natural 
disasters such as fires 
and floods.

BLAZE AIDBLAZE AID Fundraiser
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O n the Wednesday of Week 8 of 
Term 2 the Stage 2 Outdoor Ed 
class left on a bushwalking camp 
through Innes National Park. 

The first walk was from Stenhouse Bay 
to Cable Bay. This walk took us 4 hours 
including a 2Km walk from the campsite 
to the Cape Spencer Lighthouse which is 
the “Toe” of the Yorke Peninsula. On the 
walk from Stenhouse Bay to Cable Bay 
there was a salt lake where we had stopped 

for lunch and a side trip through the old 
township of Inneston. We also spotted an 
abandoned Mallee Fowl nest. At nightfall 
Mr Clifford started the camp fire so the year 
11’s could cook their dinner with a fire for 
marshmallows.

On Thursday at 9:15 we had left on the 
second walk from Cable Bay to Casuarina. 
We went back up through Inneston and 
followed the 'Walk the Yorke Trail' and 
ended up at the main road that goes 

STAGE 2 OUTDOOR ED Bushwalking Camp
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through the park. We followed the road for 
10mins to the camp site. This walk took us 
approximately 5hrs and we saw another 
salt lake, some lighthouses and the Ethel 
Wreck. At the end of the day we walked 
through the sand dunes to Pondalowie 
Beach to see the surf break and check out 
the washed up fishing boat.

The last day we went on two different 
walks. One was the Stenhouse Bay Nature 
Trail where we learned about the train, ship 

wrecks, dumps, the 'Goofy Shack' from 
WW2 and life at Stenhouse Bay during the 
20th Century. The other walk was out to 
Royston Head trail where it took us 15mins 
to get to the cliff look out site.   

It was hard work carrying the rucksacks 
around the whole time but it was a lot of 
fun. We would like to thank Mr. Clifford and 
Kelly for taking us on this camp.
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FREE Online Show for National Science Week 2020

TM

Register NOW for your 
FREE Online & Interactive

Scientific Bubble Show

Visit the National Science Week 
Website at 

www.scienceweek.net.au
and select Scientific Bubble Show 

from the EVENTS List

Shows available from 
August 1st to 9th
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REGISTER NOW | PLACES ARE LIMITED

$50

JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 

2.5hr Clinic

SANFL School holiday clinics are returning,  
providing a fun, safe and inclusive environment for  
children at any ability aged 5 – 12.   
 
In small groups (less than 20), kids will participate in  
non-contact activities designed for fun, whilst  
developing skills and fitness appropriate to their age.   
 
SANFL’s priority is the safety of our participants and wider  
community, therefore all facilitators have been trained to follow 
COVID-19 safe protocols
  
VENUES AND DATES 
Time: Ages 5-8 - 9am - 11:30am | Ages 9-12 - 1pm - 3:30pm

6th July - Kadina
7th July – Loxton, Modbury, PHOS Camden
8th July - Clare
9th July - Murray Bridge, Noarlunga, Para Hills
14th July - Mt Barker, Payneham, West Lakes
16th July – Prospect, Richmond, Victor Harbor

FREE Online Show for National Science Week 2020

TM

Register NOW for your 
FREE Online & Interactive

Scientific Bubble Show

Visit the National Science Week 
Website at 

www.scienceweek.net.au
and select Scientific Bubble Show 

from the EVENTS List

Shows available from 
August 1st to 9th
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 Ï Yay! Our first COVID-19 
Assembly in the PAC (and 
socially distanced, too!

 Ï The 5/6 students performed 'The Dragon's Gold' at the primary assembly.
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 Ð The ELC students were educating 
themselves about spiders this week

 Ð The Year 8 class made model digestive 
systems from junk and the results were 
rather artistic!
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CYS LESSON & BREAK TIMES
Class Period 8:50 -9:00
Lesson 1  9:00 – 9:30
Lesson 2  9:30 – 10:00
Lesson 3  10:00 – 10:30
Lesson 4  10:30 – 11:00
Recess   11:00 – 11:30
Lesson 5  11:30 – 12:00
Lesson 6  12:00 – 12:30
Lesson 7  12:30 – 1:00
Lunch   1:00 –  1:30
Lesson 8  1:30 – 2:00
Lesson  9  2:00 – 2:30
Lesson 10  2:30 – 2:55
Class Period  2:55 –  3:00
Dismissal   3:00
Bus Dismissal 3:00

House Points

Week 10  Total

Term 2 Total

808 823

5,848 5,743

Congratulations to the 
Eagles for this term's win 

over the Sharks!


